
 

 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves 
do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 

         Psalm 1:3 

 

March Sermon Series 
 

 March 5th  Wilderness Manna-gement 

   Trusting God’s Provision 

                                    Exodus 16:1-21; Matthew 6:25-33 
 

 March 12   Persist-tent Intervention  

   Trusting God’s Mercy 

   Exodus 33 

 March 19  Mutiny on the Trail   

   Trusting God’s Role for Us 

   Numbers 12; 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 

 March 26  Scout’s Honor  

   Numbers 13-14; Matthew 14:24-32 
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 Confirmation                                       2 
The Confirmation Class Voyage is Underway! 

 
The month of March is an important one for the Confirmation Class students.  Having already 
memorized the Lord’s Prayer, the Apostles’ Creed, and the books of the Bible in order, they con-
tinue to learn about the basics of the Christian faith and what it means to be a disciple of Jesus 
active in church membership.  Here are the major ports of call remaining on our voyage: 

 
 Joining their adult sponsor in serving by “job shadowing” them in the midst of ministry 
 Writing a one-page personal statement of faith with the help of their sponsor, based on class lessons 
 Producing a documentary video featuring a person from church history 
 Touring & worshipping at St. James Cathedral in downtown Seattle, exploring Catholic roots of Protestant 

faith 
 Publicly sharing their statement of faith with session elders and being received as full members of the church 

(Thursday, March 30) 
 Leading worship on Palm Sunday, April 9, when the students will be presented to the congregation 

 
 
 
Shipmates on the Journey 
(Confirmation Students & their Sponsors) 

Kasana Anderson & June Elvig 
Kynan Anderson & J Roe 

Wyatt Carter & Brian Peplnjak 
Nathan Giboney & Rod Blume 

Elizabeth Hirman & Marcia Christ 

Jordan Kertesz & Craig Kastelle 
Spencer Little & Charles Wilson 
Nathan Odell & Mike Mitrovich 

Jacey Sistrunk & Robin Chaloupka 
Chase Weber & John Osborne 



 

 

Middle School Youth Retreat Deadline 
If you’re a member of our middle school youth 

group, or your child is,  there is still time to register 

for the  middle school retreat!  The retreat happens 

March 10-12 at Island Lake Camp in Poulsbo and will 
feature exciting chances both to grow in faith and to 

have fun in the outdoors.  Registration must be in by 

March 5 (that’s this Sunday).  More information 
about the retreat and a link to the registration packet 

is available on page  8 of this newsletter, on our 

church website and in the church office. More 

information  about Island Lake Camp is available 
online at cristacamps.com/about/island-lake/ 

 
Sermon Series Shift 
Our time “on vocation” ended with the month of 

February and we will be entering the wilderness 

(metaphorically speaking) for the season of Lent. 
The series ended with a look at the Vocation of 

Grandparenting, led by Jane Van Antwerp of Beyond 

the Blue Ministries, pictured above giving our 

children’s message for the week during second 
service.   The series gave us a chance to focus on 

serving God wherever we are called from the family 

to the cubicle.  All of our Going on Vocation sermons 
are available on our online media player at 

northcreekpres.org/media.php?pageID=6 

 

High Class Brass  
If you enjoyed the entertainment between services 
on December 18th—or even if you didn’t get the 

chance—you will enjoy the chance to hear our 

friends from High Class Brass at a special 

performance March 18th. Join us for an evening of 
fellowship, dessert and music  from this excellent 

local quintet at North Creek from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

 
Girls Scouts Sunday 
At North Creek, we’ll be going green during the 

service on March 12 for a 

special reason. We will be 

honoring the Girls Scouts 
among us that day for Girl 

Scout Sunday.  If you are a 

scout and would like to be 

involved in a special role 
during that day’s service, 

we are happy to have you. Contact Laurie Rollins at 

619-410-3862 or laurie.rollins@yahoo.com to 

participate. 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing 
After church March 5, North Creek kids will be 

coming home with fish banks. Those banks are 
intended to help our younger members participate in 

the One Great Hour of Sharing offering . Kids can 

save their pennies and spare change throughout the 

season of Lent as a way to contribute to PC(USA)’s 
efforts in disaster relief, alleviating hunger and 

developing communities damaged by racism, 

oppression and poverty.  Adult members of the 

congregation have their chance to do the same with 
a special offering on Palm Sunday, the same day 

children bring in their banks. One Great Hour of 

Sharing began in 1949 as a way to raise funds 
necessary to provide relief and reconstruction for 

communities in the wake of disaster. North Creek 

offerings will go to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 

Presbyterian Hunger Program and Self-Development 
of People. For more information about the offering 

and these organizations go to 

specialofferings.pcusa.org/oghs There are also 

materials available in the church office.  
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Youth To Serve on Casino Road 
 

This month, North Creek youth have an exciting opportunity to help serve their younger neighbors.  

Casino Road Kids Ministry provides mentoring, homework help, hot meals and opportunities to know Christ to 

kids between Kindergarten and grade 5 from the Everett area.  

A team of our youth will plan and lead one of the evening programs this month, including games, worship and a 

Scripture lesson. Casino Road Kids credits these programs with telling “the life-changing gospel message through 

bible stories and lessons”  as part of their overall mission to provide a positive, Christian environment for kids 

living in an area of south Everett with a reputation for crime and gang activity. The organization notes that 

somewhere around 80 percent of the kids they serve come from families living below the poverty line. 

Participating  will give North Creek youth the chance to be part of a complex ministry designed to serve and love 

children in need in their own backyard.  

More information about Casino Road Kids Ministry is available online at crmkids.org. 

Contact Director of Youth Ministry Sean Lian at 425-743-2386 or at sean@northcreekpres.org to be a part of the 

team. 

Youth Ministry  4 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
March 8 & March 15: Prep nights—the Casino Road Ministry Team will meet from 6--7:30 p.m. (during the 
Lent evening event) to plan their program. Team members must attend  both nights to be a part of this 
ministry opportunity.  
 
March 20: Event night—team members will lead the evening program they planned. The event is from 5 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Pick up and drop off will be at North Creek.  



 

 

 Lent 5 
A “Wilderness Journey” This Lent  
 

The Christian practice of Lent (the 40 days before Easter) echoes two Biblical journeys:  the 40 days Jesus 

spent in the wilderness preparing for his ministry 

and the 40 years the tribes of Israel trekked in the 

wilderness preparing to be God’s people in the 

land of promise.  Because both were powerful 

experiences of depending on God, Biblical writers 

use wilderness as a rich metaphor for seasons 

that test us and challenge us, yet end up bringing 

us closer to God’s embrace.  This Lent we will be 

journeying with the children of Israel on their 

wilderness itinerary, using their travelogue (our 

Old Testament books of Exodus and Numbers). 

Our Lenten wilderness journey beings on Ash 

Wednesday (March 1) with an evening service (a collaboration with Renewal Ministries NW featuring 

liturgical musician Jeff Johnson).  On Lent’s five successive Wednesday evenings (March 8 through April 5) 

the entire congregation, young and old, is invited on a journey of congregational missional discernment 

designed by our session’s Missional Witness cluster.  Over a light supper we will listen together—

prayerfully and thoughtfully—for Jesus’ voice calling us on our next journey of mission, specifically the 

prospect of organizing and sending missional communities in response to two local needs the session has 

identified. 

Join us this Lent as we follow our Lord into the wilderness . . .  

 

By Pastor David  

 

Just What Do You Mean By “Congregational Missional Discernment," David? 
 
We are so glad you asked!  
The Israelites’ journey in the wilderness gave them their foundation as a people with a Covenant. We are 
hoping to use this Lenten season to do the same with our Wednesday evening series. The events will give 
participants a chance to explore God’s calling to be a community and His challenge to us to be a missional 
community. Through a variety of activities, including study, prayer and discussion, we will be looking into the 
concept of being a Christian community and some of the ways we can respond to missional calls in the areas 
God puts on our hearts. If nothing else, we hope to end this season with a greater understanding as a 
congregation of these concepts, and, like the nation of Israel, emerge with new insight about who God wants 
us to be as a people. There will be something for all ages, so don’t be shy about bringing the entire family. 
The evenings will begin at 6 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall and go until 7:30 p.m. every week, and dinner will be 

served every week.  Register online here.  

http://northcreekpres.org/form.php?pageID=161


 

 



 

 

Grades 9-12 

Register by  
April 23 

Register by March 1 and enter to win a Camp Casey hoodie!  Inconceivable!!! 

Lessons from the book of Ruth 

 

print registration forms 

http://storage.cloversites.com/northcreekpresbyterianchurch/documents/SR%20HIGH%20SPRING%20RETREAT%20FLYER%202017_2.pdf
http://storage.cloversites.com/northcreekpresbyterianchurch/documents/SR%20HIGH%20SPRING%20RETREAT%20FLYER%202017_2.pdf
http://storage.cloversites.com/northcreekpresbyterianchurch/documents/SR%20HIGH%20SPRING%20RETREAT%20FLYER%202017_2.pdf


 

 

Print registration on  
church website 

HERE! 

http://storage.cloversites.com/northcreekpresbyterianchurch/documents/FUSION%20RETREAT%20FLYER%202017.pdf

